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Lignin, unarguably, represents one of the largest underutilized biological materials resources. One challenge 
with the valorization of lignin is that most of the extraction processes that are used to isolate this material are 
accompanied by side reactions that can impact the solubility, chemical functionality and reactivity, and 
properties of lignin. This presentation will highlight recent work from our laboratory that illustrates the potential 
of refined extraction processes, which overcome some of these challenges, to provide access to new, lignin-
based materials that are of interest for food packaging, antimicrobial, and agricultural applications, amongst 
others. 
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